THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE WORLD
AND
THE BORDERS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
From January 2007 onwards, the European Union will certainly comprise two new countries: Bulgaria and Romania. Our European space will have more 30 million people. For the first time in the history of the Union there will be an internal sea - the Black Sea – and its borders shall shape the millenary area of Greek and Roman influence. This enlargement is very important considering its historic meaning to the European peoples and what it shall represent to any future enlargements, especially in the area of the Western Balkans and Turkey.  

The geographical and strategic position of these two countries is to be considered:  facing the Black Sea, bordering the Western Balkans, Moldova and Ukraine, and also making the liaison with Turkey. The importance of this enlargement also results from its unique characteristic which is one of the great challenges of the process of constructing the European Union: DIVERSITY. In fact, Romania and Bulgaria are two territories occupied by peoples speaking very different but alphabetical languages, having their own cultures and well defined history, which shall bring different perspectives to the Union.  However, cultural, linguistic, religious and ethnic diversity is not an obstacle to the union of the European peoples. Respected by everyone and institutionally enshrined, diversity will remain the richness and force of Europe.

Enlargement to Croatia and Turkey (already with the “candidate countries” status) is as important and necessary as enlargement to Macedonia, Albania, Serbia and Montenegro, Bosnia and Kosovo. Some of these countries have already started negotiations towards Association and Stabilisation Agreements. Nevertheless, prudence tells us that in those cases it is necessary not only to verify the strict fulfilment of requirements by enlargement countries but also to strengthen the Union’s own project and to consolidate both the last great enlargement and the forthcoming two enlargements.

If the enlargement of the new ten Member States has been a clear economic and political success for them (in what concerns exercising Democracy and safeguarding Freedom), and if it is a factor to strengthen and reinforce the Union’s own competitive ability in the globalization context, PROMOTING, with prudence, wisdom, pragmatism and firmness the forthcoming enlargements already scheduled and COMPLETING the process of constructing the Political Europe by overcoming the present difficulties regarding the Constitutional Treaty should be the major goals in which we all are to be engaged. 
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