QUESTIONS FOR THE 5TH BIANNUAL REPORT

Chapter 1: The UK and Austrian Presidencies presented the attached joint report to the European Council in December 2005 summarising national debates on the future of Europe in the Member States. The Presidencies' report focused on activities by governments. The aim of Chapter 1 of the 5th biannual report is to add to this report by providing an overview of actions taken by national parliaments during the period of reflection. 
1) What initiatives has your parliament  undertaken so far in connection with the period of reflection on the future of Europe and/or in the framework of the Commission’s Plan D (COM(2005) 494, 13 October 2005) ?

 

2) Does your parliament plan any further activities in this regard between now and the end of the period of reflection?

 

Chapter 2: In the 4th biannual report, we reported that 18 national parliaments or parliamentary chambers (from 14 Members States) already scrutinised EU legislation for compliance with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality. A further 6 national parliaments reported that although they did not yet perform such scrutiny, they might do so in the future. Chapter 2 of the 5th biannual report will report on any developments relating to subsidiarity and proportionality since October 2005.

 

1) Have there been any developments relating to the scrutiny of subsidiarity and proportionality in your parliament since October 2005?

Chapter 3: Background: The 4th biannual report showed that Civilian ESDP missions are an area where there is rapid growth in the level of EU activities. This has been emphasised by the fact that since the questionnaire for the 4th biannual report was sent out, 6 more operations have been agreed by the Council.

1) On 18 July 2005, the Council agreed Joint Action 2005/557/CFSP establishing the EU civilian-military supporting action to the African Union mission in the Darfur region of Sudan (AMIS II) (AMIS EU supporting action).

Did your parliament scrutinise this mission? If 'yes', please specify when this scrutiny took place.

2) On 9 September 2005, the Council agreed Joint Action 2005/643/CFSP establishing the EU's Aceh monitoring mission (Indonesia).

Did your parliament scrutinise this mission? If 'yes', please specify when this scrutiny took place.

3) On 7 November 2005, the Council agreed Joint Action 2005/776/CFSP establishing an EU border assistance mission to Moldova and Ukraine.

Did your parliament scrutinise this mission? If 'yes', please specify when this scrutiny took place.

4) On 14 November 2005, the Council agreed Joint Action 2005/797/CFSP establishing an EU police mission in the Palestinian territories (EU POL COPPS).

Did your parliament scrutinise this mission? If 'yes', please specify when this scrutiny took place.

5) On 24 November 2005, the Council agreed Joint Action 2005/826/CFSP establishing an EU police advisory team in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (EUPAT). 

Did your parliament scrutinise this mission? If 'yes', please specify when this scrutiny took place.

6) On 12 December 2005, the Council agreed Joint Action 2005/889/CFSP establishing an EU border assistance mission at Rafah crossing point in the Palestinian territories (EU BAM Rafah).

Did your parliament scrutinise this mission? If 'yes', please specify when this scrutiny took place.

